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Extremely Old
Hebrew Manuscripts

12th century

more artwork available - please enquire



more artwork available - please enquire

An Englishman in LA
hand-made & re-created in the USA

by TM

ARCHIVAL ART TABLET

The 5 Rabbis of Benei Berek
   Joel ben Simeon, Southern Germany  1460-1469

“the most unusual company this side of the 15th century”

Written in  square Ashkenazi script,  from the

Passover Haggadah, this illumination shows

the five rabbis, Eliezer, Joshua, Eleazar ben

Azaryah, Akiba and Tarfon, discussing  the

Exodus from Egypt. The stocky and

expressive rabbis are seen standing around a

lectern, as opposed to reclining around the

Seder table.  The tiny blue floral design around

the gilded word panel was added at a later date.

An Englishman in LA
hand-made & re-created in the USA

by TM

ARCHIVAL ART TABLET

Carpet Page
  The Bible - Spain c.1260

“the most unusual company this side of the 15th century”

This miniature is amongst the earliest

Hebrew illuminations to have survived.

Ornamental carpet pages usually proceed

or follow the main divisions of the Hebrew

bible. The basic pattern of the carpet page

can be traced back to Islamic wall decora-

tions, similar designs have been found in an

8th century mosque in Jerusalem.

An Englishman in LA
hand-made & re-created in the USA

by TM

ARCHIVAL ART TABLET

Sanctuary Vessels
Solomon ben Raphael, Perpignan, Aragon, Spain 1299

This is possibly the earliest example of a unique icono-

graphic tradition that originated in late13th century Spain.

It was the practice then to illustrate the first pages of the

Hebrew Bibles with objects that had once decorated the

ancient Solomonic Temple.  We see the menorah with its

tongs and snuffers, below it the jar of manna, with the

barren rod on one side and the budding rod of Aaron on the

other.  The cherubim seated on the ark cover, the tablets

of the Ten Commandments, each with the opening word

of the Commandment, (as the fourth  differs in the two

versions, both words are inserted). Above the table of

showbread are two pans of frankincense. The inscription

around the frame reads: “Now this is how the lampstand

was made: it was hammered work of gold, hammered

from base to petals. According to the pattern that the Lord

had shown Moses, so was the lampstand made.  And on

the lampstand itself there shall be four cups shaped like

almond blossoms, each with calyx and petals”.

“the most unusual company this side of the 15th century”
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Appertaining to previous page images - extremely rare!



A V ictorian Childs
Coloring Book

These beautifully colored passages are from our private
collection of artwork, they came into our possesion late 2002.

available as 8 x 11 and 11 x 16 wood tablets
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